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President’sL etter \

The end of June will mark the end of my first term as president of the board and the end of our fiscal year at Bedford Audubon
Society. | would liketo thank all our directorsand committee members and volunteersfor making thisyear successful. If you sit back
and think about the volunteer-hours that go into producing all our programs each month, scheduling the field trips, the countless
hours spent on meetings, working in the garden and fields to preserve our habitat, keeping Bylane in the best shape we can,
communicating with the various public mediaagencies, thework that goesinto each newsl etter, and office work, you would think we
doit withmirrors! But no, that cliché does not apply here. All that wedois planned, orchestrated, and implemented by our loyal cast
of volunteers, directors and committee members. We can all be proud to call Bedford Audubon our own. Thanks again, and, special
thanks to our financial committee for keeping us on the straight and narrow and on track to meet our long-term needs.

This past year we continued to make necessary upgradesto Bylane. All underground fuel storage tanks were successfully removed
with no leaks reported, and we upgraded the el ectrical serviceto the building with alarger service. Our water supply wastested and
new filtering and an ultraviol et sanitizing system was checked and upgraded. | mention these itemsin case we can be of some help
to our members that have the sameissuesin their own homes. We would be happy to share our experiences with you.

The Hawkwatch results of last fall’smonitoring at the Arthur Butler Sanctuary are now up on our Website. Our Hawkwatcher, Allisyn
Gillet, created awonderful Powerpoint presentation that can be downloaded as a pdf document.

Also this past season, our volunteer eagle watchers, along with Tait Johansson, finished monitoring by the end on March and our,
garden committee with many volunteers planted shrubs for Earth Day as a conservation method. A lot of hours, often cold and wet
ones, were spent here!

A list of the birds seen on our annual Birdathon, held over the May 9-10 weekend, isavailable on our website. (See separate article
on page 4.) Thanks for all your support. We had five teams go out this year, including our group of North Salem High School
studentswith their environmental scienceteacher, Scott Lenhart, as part of the NSHS Science Research Program, and, Scott Wieman,
our Martin McGuire Scholarship winner.

L ooking ahead to the summer, Linda Burke and her water monitoring volunteers will take to the streams once again as part of our
continuing relationship with the Westchester County Citizens' Water Monitoring Program. These results are used by various
agencies to maintain water quality consistency.

| am excited that we are also attracting some younger students to Bedford Audubon aswe move forward to support our educational
programs. We are currently working with a group of Cub Scouts from Carmel to assist them with their Webelos' nature study
reguirements on their way to becoming Boy Scouts.

Our monthly Katonah Library program schedulewill end the season with the June program, and will return againin September, after
a well-deserved summer break. Carol Gracie and her staff of Events volunteers deserve a quality thank you for putting these
programs together. The presentations have been top shelf! They are already hard at work scheduling next year’s events.

Special thanksthisyear to our hospitality chief and animal rehabilitator, Valerie Palen. Valerie has been a committee volunteer and
member in good standing for many years now and is always there when needed. And, if you think the cookies don’t matter, the
Mallomarsreceived afavorable member response over the winter!

- _/

Continued on page 4

1 Visit our website at www.bedfordaudubon.org
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red———————————————— .
: BAS :
| CALENDAR OF EVENTS |
An Overview of the Life of
Carolus Linnaeus and His
6/11 7:30 p.m. Contributions to Biological
Taxonomy/
Katonah Village Library
Darwin's Garden: An
6/12 900 am Evolutionary Adverture a the
NY Botanica Garden
6/21 300 p.m Babes in the Woods
6/22 1000 am Darsds and Dragorns
6/24 900 am- Nature Hike at Hurt-Parker
Noon Sactuary
7116 930 am- Nature Hike at Hunt-Parker
Noon Sanctuary
BExcursion to Wetherdfidld Estate
7/19 900 am and Gardens in Aneniaad
Trevor Zoo in Millbrook
87 930 am- Nature Hike at Hurt-Parker
Noon Sactuary
8/23 800am Jameica Bay Wildlife Refuge




Volunteer sPlant for Habitat Enhancement
By Nannette Orr

Bedford Audubon celebrated Earth Day
by planting shrubsand trees at its head-
quartersat Bylane Farmin Katonah dur-
ing theweek of April 21, 2008. We thank
the Watershed Agricultural Council’s
Forestry Program for a grant which
funded the purchase of 500 Northern
Bayberry (Morella pensylvanica; for-
merly Myrica pensylvanica) and 250 White Spruce (Picea
glauca). We areindebted to volunteers
who donated atotal of 75 hours plant-
ing for the enhancement of bird habi-
tat. Species such as Prairie Warbler,
Field Sparrow, Indigo Bunting, and
Eastern Towhee are a few of the
shrubland bird species that will ben-
efit from Bedford Audubon’s Habitat
Management Plan.

We thank the following for donating their time to this project:
Bonnie Barrett, Joe Bernhart, Bev Elgar, Doug Erickson, Don
Hopko, Tait Johansson, John LaPadura, Jan Linskey, Rosa L utar,
Stan Mandel, Sue Mclntyre, Nannette Orr, Ginny Powers, Ted
Raymond, Bobbi Reynolds, Alain Rossignol, Frank Ruckel and
son, John Settembrino, and Michelle Wealter. b

Trip Report: I1t’sAll Happenin’ at theZoo
By Joan Eckels Becker

On aweather-perfect Thursday, April 10,
2008, an enthusiastic group of Bedford
Audubon memberslifted their binoculars
and came eyeball-to-eyeball with Laugh-
ing Kookaburras, Pink Cockatoos,
Andean Condors, Tufted Puffins, high-
flying hornbills and Helmeted Curas-
sows, to name only afew of the species
ogled on our spring excursion to the
Bronx Zoo. With morethan 4,000 animals
on 265 wildlife acres, the Bronx Zoo (only 45 carpool-minutes
from Bylane) isaways aglorious destination for animal lovers
young and old.

Photo by Tom Griswold

Inca Tern

No surprise that our visit focused on the park’s award-winning
bird exhibits. We viewed Snowy Owls, King Vultures, Golden
Eagles, Barred and Barn Owls, and other raptorsin the Birds of
Prey outdoor aviaries. Our own species behavior could only be
described as “giddy and gleeful” in the multi-story House of
Birds, home to scores of the planet’s most striking and el egant
feathered friends, with desert, tundra, and tropical varieties all
well represented.
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As the sole visitors to the Sea Bird Colony i
(the zoo’s best-kept secret, in my opinion), we pel

felt likeexplorerson adlice of windswept South & ﬁ
American coast, walking alongside rugged &
cliffs encircling rocky waters. This enormous &
outdoor aviary is home to the swooping and 3
diving seabirds of Patagonia, including Magel- =
lanic Penguins, Guanay Cormorants, &
mustachioed IncaTerns, Black Oystercatchers, = =
and assorted gulls. And in the nearby Aquatic
Bird House, we had close-ups of colonies of
storks and starlings, ibises and avocets. Our binoculars swept
the Northern Ponds and we shamelessly and shamefully de-
bated identification of the dozen-or-so duck speciesin residence.
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Bee-eater

And no zoo trip would be complete without avisit to the Butter -
fly Garden or appreciative views of the great bears, twin snow
leopards, tigers, and lively lowland gorillas.

Excursion highlight? The camaraderie of our Bedford Audubon
members—|ongtime and new, expert and novice—aswe shared
atasty lunch, our minute-by-minute enthusiasms, and acommit-
ment to a healthy earth for all inhabitants. Join us for our next
Bronx Zoo adventure! }@ 5

Mark Your Calendars!
Wednesday, September 10, 7:30 p.m.

Returntothel ost World — AdventuresWith Birdsof
Par adiseand Tree K angar oosin New Guinea

With Dr. Bruce Beehler

Katonah VillageL ibrary, 26 Bedford Road, Katonah

ThislsanAbsolute” Can’t
Miss’ Event!

Featured on CBS 60 Minuteson
December 16, 2007, the eminent
ornithologist, ecologist, and
conservationist Bruce Beehler
of Conservation International
will present alecture about his
two tripsin 2005 and 2007 to the FojaMountainsin the Indone-
sian section of New Guinea—" a place as close to the Garden of
Eden asyou can get” untouched by humans, aworld of strange
and hauntingly beautiful birds, many of them never before seen
by man. The presentation will include video clips of thedisplays
of the Golden-fronted Bowerbird and Black Sicklebill.

Bruce Beehler’s latest book entitled Lost Worlds, focusing on
rainforests of theworld, will be for sale at the lecture.

The CBS 60 Minutes story on Dr. Beehler, including video
clips, can befound at http://www.chsnews.com/stories/2007/
12/13/60minutes'main3615385.shtml

Visit our website at www.bedfordaudubon.org
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Continued from page 1

Please see the field event schedule for the summer. We have the
return of our good buddy, noted Damselfly and Dragonfly expert,
Ed Lam, in Junefor a Sunday Bylanewalk.

Please do not hesitateto call or email meif you have any sugges-
tions or comments about Bedford Audubon. | would be happy to
hear your thoughts.

L ooking forward to agreat summer, we hope you enjoy our out-
door events and we will be back in thefall.

Tony lanniello

il
Bedford Audubon’sWintering Bald Eagle Survey
By Tait Johansson

This past winter, Bedford
Audubon conducted the sec-
ond year of its wintering Bald
Eagle survey. A committed
group of volunteers surveyed
three different roosts of Bald
Eaglesin our areathreetimesa
week from late December to late
March. Thelower Hudson River
hasthe largest concentration of
wintering Bald Eagles in the Northeast north of Chesapeake
Bay, and the BAS survey isintended to collect information on
the use of these roost sites to assist in protecting this wintering
population.

Michelle Walter and Nannette
Orr are eagle monitoring

The number of eagles at these roosts varied greatly from one
day to the next. On awarm day, just a few eagles would roost,
whereasin the coldest part of the winter (the peak time for win-
tering eaglesin our ared), thetwo largest totalsat atimewere 51
Bald Eagles counted on the north side of Montrose Point in
Montrose on February 14, and 47 at the New Croton Dam on
January 26!

Another exciting observation was that two nests discovered
last year, one of them by Bedford Audubon volunteers, were
once again being used by bald eagles as nesting sites. That
brings the total nhumber of active Bald Eagle nests along the
Hudson tidewater to at least 20.

Thefinal comprehensivereport will be offered to various agen-
cieslikethe DEP and DEC to complement their own countsfor
the season.

In addition, these results will be posted on eBird, a huge data
source started by Cornell’sLab of Ornithology and the National
Audubon Society back in 2002. eBird isvery quickly becoming
the largest biodiversity dataresource of bird observations. The
information isthen shared with educators, land managers, orni-
thologists, and conservation biologists for a better understand-
ing of bird distribution across the western hemisphere and be-
yond.

Visit our website at www.bedfordaudubon.org 4

Many thanksto all of the volunteers that participated in the sur-
vey. The project would have been impossible without all your
hard work. A
Trip Report: Danceof theWoodcock, April 26
By John Askildsen

Over 25 people attended this popular walk held at Ward Pound
Ridge Reservation. As the Field
Sparrow’s, Eastern Towhee's, and
Northern Cardinal’s evening chorus
yielded tofading light, “our quarry”
— the American Woodcock — took
center stage. First we heard the dis-
tinctive “PEENT” call from the
nearby wetlands where woodcocks
spend their days, with the birds emerging into the fields shortly
thereafter. Several male woodcock put on excellent aerial flight
displays, with the majority of the onlookers seeing and hearing
all aspects of the woodcock’s courtship display. For someit was
their first experience of thisamazing spring ritual. }@G
gy

2008 Birdathon
By Richard L. Becker

BAS Birdathon: “A great way to get out and see birds while
generating contributions for Bedford Audubon.” This year we
were pleased to have five groups participating during the
Birdathon period of May 9-10.

Scott Lenhart was able to take three North Salem High School
students out on Friday afternoon. Despite the steady cold rain,
they were able to count 19 species on school property in 1 hour.
Thiswastheir first-ever “bird team.” Scott reports, “ Thekidsand
| had fun and they asked when we could do thisagain. My prin-
cipal was very supportive of this activity.”

BAS scholarship winner Scott Wieman was a team of one. With
his parents switching off driving, Scott covered around 400 miles
over the course of the contest, walking at Rye Marshlands, Edith
G Read Sanctuary, Ward Pound Ridge, JamaicaBay, JonesBeach,
Point Lookout, and the New York Botanical Garden. Scott re-
corded 100 species of birdsand said, “...the best/rarest of which
were Red-necked Phalarope at Jamaica Bay, Harlequin Duck at
Point Lookout, American Golden-Plover at Jones Beach, Bobo-
link at Jamaica Bay, Blue-winged Warbler and American Wood-
cock at Ward Pound Ridge, and Yellow-breasted Chat at Jamaica

Bay.

Jack Kozuchowski birded in Westchester County on Saturday at
Ward Pound Ridge Reservation and at BAS' s Bylane Farm. Peter
Becker joined Jack for part of the day. Jack totaled 52 species.
Among Jack’shighlightswere being ableto “immediately key the
song of a Rose-breasted Grosbeak and then being treated to a
view of the grosbeak singing from the top of atree” and “an
imperial view of amale Common Yellowthroat at the Michigan
Road Pond in Ward Pound Ridge Reservation.”



Tait Johansson participated in New Jersey Audubon’sWorld Se-
ries of Birding and supported the BAS Birdathon at the same
time. Birding only on the Cape Island (Cape May south of the
Intracoastal Waterway), Tait's team tallied 145 species and won
the Cape Island Cup for the most species found on the Cape
Island. We congratul ate Tait for his outstanding showing.

Joan B. and Richard Becker’s plansfor birding on Friday evening
were cancelled because of the heavy rain. Despite this, they tal-
lied 100 specieson Saturday at Alley Pond Park and JamaicaBay
Wildlife Refuge in Queens, New York. Joan’s best bird was a
Saltmarsh Sharp-tailed Sparrow at Bench 7 at Jamaica Bay;
Richard’swasthe Red-necked Phalarope at the same spot. A pair
of Bobolinks made three unusual sightings at the same | ocation.
Bedford Audubon would like to thank all who took part in the
Birdathon and all those who sponsored the participants. ﬁ iy

!

Bedford Audubon Society Awar ds Scholar ship to
High School Sudent from K atonah

OnMay 14, Scott Wieman, asopho-
more at Rye Country Day School, in
Rye, New York wasawarded Bedford
Audubon Society’s 2008 Marty
McGuire scholarship at the Katonah
Village Library. Scott was chosen
from alist of highly qualified candi-
datesfrom Northern Westchester and
Eastern Putnam counties. He will use the award to attend a
weeklong environmental science research camp at Maine
Audubon’s Hog Island Audubon Center.

Scott Wieman has shown a keen interest in the environment,
particularly in ornithology, for many years. Scott has attended
the Hog Island Camp twice. He has worked as a volunteer at
Dinosaur National Monument in Colorado, been a Conservation-
ist in Training at Ward Pound Ridge Reservation, attended
Audubon Vermont's High Pond camp, and worked at the Rye
Nature Center. At Rye Country Day School heisthe Vice Presi-
dent of the Environmental Club andisinthemidst of athree-year
research program, under the mentorship of Andrew Farnsworth
of Cornell University’s Lab of Ornithology, focusing on wood
warblersand specific threatsto their migration. Scott has partici-
pated in many Bedford Audubon events, most recently the 2008
Birdathon. His lifelist of birds that he has observed currently
stands at 570 birds (475 in the United States). Scott intends to
pursue environmental studiesin college.

About the Scholarship
Bedford Audubon Society’s Marty McGuire Scholarship, was
established in memory of Marty McGuire of Putnam County, N,
who died tragically in acar accident in August of 2007 at age 25.
He was an active and enthusiastic young birder and naturalist,
whose every breath wasfilled with hislove of nature. In award-
ing the scholarship, preference is given to students who are in-
volved in relevant environmental research and have also partici-
pated in conservation-minded community service. ﬁ"‘
it
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BAS Board Notes

At Bedford Audubon’s Annual Meeting on May 14, Nannette
Orr and Carol Gracie were both elected to a second three-year
term to the BAS Board of Directors. Janet Andersen, who had
been appointed to the Board after last May’s annual meeting,
was el ected to complete her first three-year term. The balance of
the Board remains the same.

At the May 15 Board of Directors meeting, all current officers
were re-elected to their current positions for another one-year
term.

Copies of the BAS financial statements can be seen on the web
by clicking on the links at the bottom of the page at http://
bedf ordaudubon.org/about-bas.html ﬁ

Pet Poop Pollutes!
By Janet Andersen

Warmer weather and longer days
lure us all outside. Pet owners can
step in to make a difference now.

Scoop and bag. According to sev-
eral national studies, about 40% of
owners do not clean up after their pets. Most people recognize
that dog and cat poop can be a nuisance and can affect water
quality, but think it isaminor contributor to the overall problem.
The effects of not cleaning up can be much greater than they
think. But it is something that is in our control, and it is much
easier than slowing the multiplication of geese or fixing aging
septic systems.

It’snot just fertilizer. Dog and cat poop is not fertilizer. It'sthe
same stuff that humans have learned to put into toilets and septic
systems. The primary reason we do that is to control bacteria,
including E. coli. Studiesin Seattle showed that 20% of theiden-
tifiable watershed bacteria came from dogs. The US EPA esti-
mated that for watersheds up to 20 square miles, 2 to 3 days of
droppings from 100 dogs would contribute enough bacteriaand
nutrient to close waters to swimming and fishing. And here size
doesn’'t matter—even small dogs contribute to the problem.

What you don’t pick up growsweedsor algaein our streams,
lakes, and reservoirs. Pet waste contains nutrients that promote
weed and algae growth. A 45 pound dog produces 2 pounds of
phosphorus annually. Each pound of phosphorus contains nu-
trientsfor 500 to 1100 pounds of plants. These nutrients wash off
roads and lawns and run downstream into our water bodies.

Dog fecescan transmit anumber of pathogenstowildlife;

e Parvovirus affects other canines and was the source
for wolf pup mortality in Glacier Nationa Park areainthe
early 1990s.

e Musclecystscan affect ungulateslikedeer and elk.

Continued on page 6

Visit our website at www.bedfordaudubon.org
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Continued from page 5
o |eptospirosisisabacterid diseasethat affectsthekid-
neysand urinary tract of most speciesof mammals.

e Paradtessuchasticks, keds, tapeworms, and fleascan
be passed towildlife.

Yuck! Onapersonal note—I1’dreally liketo be ableto walk
barefoot in the summer. So pl ease pooper-scoop and dispose of
the poop inyour trashto get it out of your watershed! Put cat
wastein thetrash, too. wé
i

Backyard BirdsDuring Migration
By Tony lannidlo

| received my Audubon “initiation” ten years ago, and each spring
| look forward to seeing different birds on their way north. It
reminds me of my childhood, collecting coins and stamps. You
want to find that unusual and somewhat rare specimen. | don’'t
complain though, as | feed birds all year round and enjoy seeing
cardinals, finches, sparrows, jays, juncos, titmice, chickadees,
and crows.

Millions of birds migrate during thisperiod, and my yardislikean
aviary. | havethree hummingbird feeders, alarge platform feeder,
four or five small peanut and sunflower heart feeders, and a
double-sided squirrel-proof feeder. I'll never forget the time my
daughter emerged from her car to an incredible, almost deafening
sound of birds everywhere. It was obvious even to a non-birder
that there was something going on.

| have been treated to severa pairs of visiting Purple Finches.
They stay about a week or so before moving on. Before they
came, | sworethat half the brighter red male House Finches | was
seeing were Purple Finches. No way! Having seen them at the
same time as the House Finches, | readily see thericher red of the
male and the distinctive eye stripe and streaking of the female.

American Goldfinches are out in full force. | feed them thistle
seed and sunflower hearts. Their constant chatter and vivid yellow
and black brighten my yard. Some of them migrate, but a good
share remains all year round.

| had my first Eastern Towhee thisyear, walking between my pine
trees. Its bold black, orange, and white colors really stand out. |
only saw it for afew days.

| placed asmall birdhouse off my deck several yearsago. A House
Wren always usesit at thistime. Apparently thinking it'sarooster,
it wakes us up every morning and continues singing from dawn
to dusk.

The Yellow-rumped Warbler is another migrant that appears in
my yard every May. Four or five come for a week’s stopover.
What a pretty bird, darting around the upper tree branchesin the
yard changing directions in a flash!

My bluebird house has five newly hatched little chicks. The
Eastern Bluebird has made a big comeback, and many people
track its progress. The kids at Somers Intermediate School are
keeping a close watch at their houses. The school has a brand

Visit our website at www.bedfordaudubon.org 6

new trailway through the woods, a vegetable garden, and some
20 bluebird houses. We wish them every success with this project
that involves students, teachers, parents, and friends.

My own backyard has its specific habitat that attracts certain
species of birds and provides a place for them to roost and
stopover on their way to their breeding grounds. You, too, can
enjoy migrants, but also help make it easy for the resident birds
to build nests by supplying them with fresh water, food, and
nesting materials. %’

i

FIELD TRIPS

Registration: Please register for al field trips (except where noted)
with trip registrar, Joan Becker, (914) 232-4806 or by e-mail to
jebecker @bedfordaudubon.org.

Darwin’sGarden: An Evolutionary Adventureat TheNew York
Botanical Garden, Bronx, NY.An Insider'sTour With Bota-
nist and Photographer Carol Gracie

Thursday June12. Departure(car pool) from Bylane Farm,
9am.

Join Bedford Audubon Director and New York Botanical Garden
(NYBG) Research Assistant Carol Gracieon atour of thisexhibit,
which The New York Times called “ ...a stunning, multipart exhibi-
tion,” celebrating the upcoming bicentennial of CharlesDarwin’s
birth and the 150" anniversary of the first publication of On the
Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection. Read more
about the exhibit at http://www.nybg.org/darwin/

A per-car parking fee of $12 appliesexcept for membersof NYBG
Admission isfreefor members ($20 for non-members). In addi-
tion to the Darwin exhibit, Carol will show usthe Henry Moore
sculpture. We will purchase lunch in the Garden Cafe. Registra-
tionisstrictly required and limited to amaximum of 10. Returnto
Bylane by 4p.m. Please sign up early for this popular field trip.

Babesin theWoodsWith Seve Ricker

Westmoreland Sanctuary, 260 Chestnut RidgeRoad,
BedfordCorners

Saturday June?21, 3p.m.

Co-sponsored by Westmorel and Sanctuary. Director Steve Ricker
will lead aleisurely hike to show us the secret places where the
young animals, birds, and even plantsare hiding. Thisisthetime
of year when thewoods are truly alive. All ages are welcome.

Damselsand DragonsWith Ed Lam

BylaneFarm, 35 Todd Road, Katonah

Sunday June22, at 10a.m.

Ed Lam, noted author and graphic illustrator, will lead us on a
journey to find avariety of damselfliesand dragonfliesat Bylane
Farm. Do you know the difference between an Ebony Jewelwing
and a Band-winged Meadowhawk? Join us and find out, as we
search for some 30 species of “damsels and dragons” and, as a
bonus, some of the 60 species of butterflies found at Bylane
Farm.



NatureHikeat Hunt-Parker Sanctuary

With Naturalist Tait Johansson

Tueday, June24,9a.m.-12 noon.

Meet at BylaneFarm, 35 Todd Road, Katonah

Join Bedford Audubon naturalist Tait Johansson for awalk through
Bedford Audubon’s key sanctuary. Focus will be on the butter-
flies, dragonflies, and damselflies of the meadow and ponds. Bring
binoculars and water.

NatureHikeat Hunt-Parker Sanctuary

With Naturalist Tait Johansson

Wednesday, July 16, 9:30a.m.-12 noon.

Meet at BylaneFarm, 35 Todd Road, K atonah

The Hunt-Parker Sanctuary occupies 318 acres and is home to
Bedford Audubon’s headquarters, Bylane Farm. Join Bedford
Audubon naturalist Tait Johansson for a walk through the
Sanctuary’s meadow and ponds in seeking butterflies, dragon-
flies, and damselflies. Bring binoculars and plenty of water.

Excursion toWether sfield Estateand Gar densin Ameniaand
Trevor Zooin Millbrook and Lunch at a Near by Restaur ant
With John Askildsen

Saturday, July 19. M eet at Bylane, 35 Todd Road, Katonah at 9
a.m. for carpool (approx. onehour).

This exquisite Georgian mansion sits on ten acres of sculpture-
dotted landscape and classic formal gardens. It was bought in
1937 by Chauncey Stillman, the conservationist, philanthropist,
and National City Bank (now Citibank) heir to cultivate hisinter-
est in driving carriages. In 1997, Wethersfield opened its collec-
tion of carriages along with the mansion, which has been de-
scribed as “amarvelous adventure in trompe |’ oeil design,” and
its extensive gardens, to the public. Admission is free.

The Trevor Zoo, established in 1936 on the grounds of the
Millbrook School by itsfirst biology teacher, Frank Trevor, isa
six-acre facility with winding paths that take visitors through
twelve different exhibits containing morethan 120 exotic and in-
digenous animals, including seven endangered species. Exhibits
include a covered bridge with views of birds of prey, bamboo
groves sheltering red pandas and Asian deer, and more. Indoor
exhibitsinclude birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish, and arachnids.
Admission $3. Return to Bylane approx. 4 p.m.

NatureHikeat Hunt-Parker Sanctuary

With Naturalist Tait Johansson

Thursday, August 7,9:30a.m.-12 noon.

Meet at BylaneFarm, 35 Todd Road, K atonah

Bedford Audubon naturalist Tait Johansson will lead a walk
through Bedford Audubon’s “Crown Jewel” in search of thein-
sects, birds, and flowers of summer. Bring binoculars and plenty
of water.

JamaicaBay WildlifeRefuge, Queens, NYC

With John Askildsen

Saturday, August 23. Departure(car pool) from BylaneFarm
at 8:00a.m.

Bedford Audubon Society

JamaicaBay Wildlife Refugein Queens, NY, isbustling with wild-
lifeinlate summer. Hosts of butterflies are busy nectaring in the
meadows and garden. Some birds are still tending their young,
and others, such as northern breeding shorebirds and warblers,
are already preparing for their journey south. Herons, egretsand
Glossy Ibis will abound, and Ospreys and terns will be busy
patrolling the extensive salt marshes. Bring binocularsand lunch
and plenty of cold drinks. Also, bring boots and be prepared to
join John for awalk inthe mud at the East Pond! Returnto Bylan

will bearound 4:00 p.m.

PROGRAMS

All programs are free and open to the public.
Katonah Village Library is wheel chair accessible.

An Overview of theLifeof CarolusLinnaeusand HisContri-
butionsto Biological Taxonomy With Dr. Gerry Moore,
Director of Science, Brooklyn Botanic Garden

Wednesday, June11, 7:30 p.m.

Katonah VillageL ibrary, 26 Bedford Road, Katonah

Carolus Linnaeus (Carl von Linné),
bornin 1707 in Sweden, isoftenreferred
to as the father of taxonomy. He was
the first person to consistently refer to
species using a binomial (e.g. Homo
sapiens); many of the binomialsin use
today were first coined by Linnaeus
over 250 years ago. Linnaeus also de-
veloped a taxonomy of diseases, dif-
ferentiating 11 classes, broken down
into ordersand species. Inhistalk, Gerry
Moore will provide an overview of thelife of Carolus Linnaeus,
including methods devel oped by him that continue to be used in
biological taxonomy today.

Gerry Mooreiscurrently the Director
of Science at the Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den, where he has worked for the past
eight years. He also serves as the coor-
dinator for the Garden'sNew York Met-
ropolitan Flora project that seeks to
document and map the occurrences of
all vascular plants growing without cul-
tivation in the New York Metropolitan
region.

Hereceived hisPh.D. from Vanderbilt University in 1997 and was
apostdoctoral researcher at Duke University from 1997-1999. Gerry
Moore is an adjunct faculty member of the Pratt Institute and
Rutgers University and a research associate at the Academy of
Natural Sciences, Philadelphia. He grew up in southern New Jer-
sey and has spent much of hislife studying the flora of the north-
eastern United States. He has given presentations on Linnaeus
at the American Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institu-

tion, and Uppsala University. ﬁ
g

Visit our website at www.bedfordaudubon.org
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